History 381: Issues in Public History

Leslie Madsen-Brooks, Fall 2011
Object Analysis: Practicing Prownian Analysis

For this 4-6 page paper, you need to:

· pick one three-dimensional object from the collection on the course website at http://publichistory.doinghistory.com/objects-for-object-analysis-paper/
· analyze it using Jules Prown’s approach to material culture.

Your essay must include:

· an original, compelling argument concerning what the object reveals about its owners’ values, beliefs, and habits;

· a very brief discussion of Prown’s method;

· a thorough description of the object (Prown step 1);

· some deductions about the object (Prown step 2);

· speculations/cultural daydreams about the object (Prown step 3); 

· if you feel it is warranted, some light research on the object or the context in which it might have been used (Prown step 4)

· a reflection on whether you feel Prown’s method is a good one for approaching this object, or if there are other methods you might use that allow you to better understand the culture of the object’s owners.

Your essay must be well-organized.  It should have an introductory paragraph that makes an argument (thesis statement), several body paragraphs that proceed logically with clear transitions, and a concluding paragraph.

A note on grades: 

To earn an A, your essay must meet all of the requirements above and be free of errors of grammar, usage, spelling, and mechanics.  Overall, the “A” paper is interesting, thoughtful, and a pleasure to read.

A “B” essay will have a clear argument and will attempt to do all of the above, but the argument might not be entirely original or compelling.  In addition, the paper may be less than successful in fulfilling one or two requirements of the assignment.

A “C” essay will make a mediocre, unoriginal argument and/or fail to apply Prownian analysis to its best advantage.  It may leave out a minor requirement of the paper and/or exhibit several grammatical errors.

An essay without a clearly articulated argument, or one that shows its author does not understand Prownian analysis, will earn a D.  The D paper probably is missing required portions of the paper.

An essay that fails to meet several requirements of the assignment will earn an F.

This paper is due on Tuesday, September 20 at the beginning of class.  I am available during office hours and by appointment to help you craft your argument and portions of your paper.

If there is another object you have your heart set on analyzing, come see me to talk about it. Please note: You may not choose to analyze objects that have been discussed in class (e.g., quilts).

